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By Janes Risen / 

The New York Times 

WASHINGTON — The Soviet KGB faiinc^d ev|- 
dence linking the CIA to the assassination of President 
Kennedy and passed the material to unwitting t -°J' s P u \ 
acy theorists in the United States, say s a new book based 
on KGB files brouglitto the West by a defector. 

According to the files turned over by a former KGB 
archivist to British intelligence and detailed tn ^ took, 
Moscow's Cold War spy service took steps to link the 
CIA to the Kennedy assassination. 


These steps included forging a letter from Lee Harvey 
OswalTtoTcBt officer, E Howard Hunt, asking for 
information “before any steps are taken by i m *? r 
else "according to the new book* The Sword andtte 
Shield written by Christopher Andrew and tetaet 
KGB officer, Vasily Mitrokhin. The book is to be pub- 

“S e b, oSd^!?™“ » b*. -j*. 

about two weeks before Kennedy was gunned down 
N(W 22 1963 in Dallas. The letter actually was created 
L thf KGB ^ the mid-1970s, after Hunt’s name had 
surfaced in the Watergate investigation, according to 


Sunday, September 12, 1999. 
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The letter was then passed aiionymouslytothret 
conspiracy buffs and entered circulation in the United 

.rSt£K."SS- nu™ o, interest when . 
newspaper reported that, a handwriting expert declared 
it to^egenuine, but a congressional panel later condud- 
that, the letter probably was a forgery. 

The KGB’s clumsy propaganda campaign never had 
much of an effect on the debate over the Kennedy assas- 
sinadon in the United States. But the arcluves spinted 
r!f Russia bv Mitrokhin appear to support CIA claims 


that the KGB conducted disinformation campaigns d^; 
signed to raise suspicions about die U.S. government at#* 

many ofT spy sendee’s secret files until he reorerhfe. 
1984 When he arrived in Britain in 199- and sough Sfe 
Ssl, intelligence, he brought^thhta no^dtaf^ 
said were based on those files, and tinned diem over. 

The Mitrokhin files, which the British considered relrj. 
able^nouSi* to share with the CIA and FBI, have offenj: 
Western intelligence and law-enforcement officials hufe 
SS about KGB operations worldwide. 


